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FOLLOWING TELEGRAM BEING REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION/INFO: 

SENT: ACTION BANGKOK FROM AMCONSUL CHIANG MAI ON JULY 6, 1977. 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CHIANG MAI 243 
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TAGS: SNAR, TH 

SUBJECT: CONVICTION OF ARUN NANAWICHIT 

1. IN A MAJOR NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION DEVELOPMENT, PROMINENT 
HEROIN TRAFFICKER ARUN NANAWICHIT WAS TODAY SENTENCED IN 
CHIANG MAI PROVINCIAL COURT TO 35 YEARS IMPRISONMENT ON 
CHARGES OF POSSESSING NARCOTICS EOR SALE. AT THE SAME TIME, 
ARUN'S BROTHER, SAMAN NANAWICHIT, WAS ALSO SENTENCED TO 35 
YEATS AND A CONFEDERATE, SOMPHAN ANUWONGCHAROEN, RECEIVED 
A SENTENCE OF 17 YEATS AND 6 MONTHS. AT THE TIME OF HIS 
ARREST, ARUN WAS IN POSSESSION OF 164 KILOGRAMS OPIUM, 

102.6 KGS MORPHINE AND 20 KGS PI TZU (MORPHINE BASE). HE 
HAS LONG BEEN WELL KNOWN AS THE HEAD OF A MAJOR NARCOTICS 
TRAFFICKING ORGANIZATION BASED IN CHIANG MAI. 
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2. ARUN WAS ARRESTED IN CHIANG MAI ON MARCH 23, 1976 BY 
PROVINCIAL POLICE ACTING ON INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY THE 
CHIANG MAI DISTRICT OFFICE OE DEA. ON APRIL 23 OF THAT 
YEAR HE WAS RELEASED ON BAIL SET AT TWO MILLION BAHT 
(US$100,000). THERE HAVE BEEN WIDESPREAD RUMORS THAT HE 
OFEERED VERY SUBSTANTIAL BRIBES TO POLICE AND 
PROSECUTORS TO ESCAPE CONVICTION. WITHIN THE LAST 
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FEW DAYS, A THAI POLICE OEFICER TOLD AN OFFICIAL AMERICAN 
IN CHIANG MAI THAT HE WAS AFRAID THE VERDICT WOULD BE 
NOT GUILTY DUE TO THE MONEY SPENT ON ARUN'S BEHALE. 

3. THIS IS THE FIRST MAJOR NARCOTICS CONVICTION HANDED 
DOWN BY THE CHIANG MAI PROVINCIAL COURT IN RECENT MEMORY. 

IN VIEW OF ARUN'S TREMENDOUS INFLUENCE IN NORTHERN 
THAILAND, WE BELIEVE THE CONVICTION MUST BE SEEN AS A 
DEMONSTRATION OF THE PRESENT THAI GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT 
TO NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION. WE SUSPECT THAT ARUN'S MONEY 
AND INELUENCE WERE COUNTERACTED BY PRESSURES ON THE LOCAL 
JUDGES FROM THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF THE THAI GOVERNMENT. 
TANNER 
UNQUOTE: 

WHITEHOUSE 
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